Move In Day
Each fall is the perennial move-in day on or near college campuses. Legions of parents
descend with carloads that include tiny refrigerators, Ikea furniture, electronics, area
rugs, and posters. They unload the one they have birthed, raised, nursed, instructed, and
reproved for eighteen or so, to prepare him or her for independence. Then, just like that,
the parents are gone, perhaps wiping away tears. Perhaps their final words were ones
they hoped would stick. “Study well.” “Make good choices.” “Watch your time.”
“Don’t stay up too late.” But in every parental heart is a simple prayer: “O God, be with
them.” In the final portion of Jesus’ great prayer for the disciples (John 17:6-19), he
entreats the Father to love and protect the disciples as a parent who knows their time for
direct supervision is coming to an end. In this preparation we hear his pleading like a
loving parent who wants the best for the ones he has sheltered, taught, loved, reproved,
and sent. Jesus begs for God to hold them in the truth that is to do as they have been
taught, to follow the model established for them. Jesus asked for the disciples to be
protected and surrounded so that they may not be lost. He prays for the disciples to have
their joy completed, and to live what they have seen and understood from their rabbi.
May we, like the disciples, live in the truth of the gospel, love as we have been loved,
have our joy complete, and, above all, know that God is with us.
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THE EASTER GREETING
P Alleluia! Christ is risen.
C Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM
P Just as God’s work of creation never ends,
so the gifts received in baptism are renewed every day.
Let us give thanks together for the life given in baptism.
We give you thanks, O God, for the waters of life:
for water to bathe in, water to drink,
for waters to play in and waters that inspire wonder,
for water that gives life to our planet.
C We give you thanks, O God, for the waters of life.
P We give you thanks for your salvation through water:
for delivering Noah and his family through the floodwaters,
for leading your people Israel through the sea into freedom,
for preserving your prophet Elijah through the time of drought,
for guiding your people across the Jordan into a new land,
for quenching the Samaritan woman’s thirst with living water.
We give you thanks for your salvation through water.
P We give you thanks for the life of all the baptized,
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and for all who gather here;
for godparents and baptismal sponsors,
for children and grandchildren,
for those newly baptized and for all our brothers and sisters in Christ
C We give you thanks for the life of all the baptized.
P We give you thanks for life in Christ through your Holy Spirit:
for our entry into Jesus’ death through these waters,
for our new birth into a life of freedom and service,
for our calling to be your people, sent out for the life of the world.
C We give you thanks, blessed and holy Trinity, now and forever. Amen.
THE PRAYER OF THE DAY
P O God, you have prepared for those who love you joys beyond understanding. Pour
into our hearts such love for you that, loving you above all things, we may obtain
your promises, which exceed all we can desire; through Jesus Christ, your Son and
our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.
C Amen.

THE SECOND READING: 1 John 5:9-13
God has borne witness to the gift of eternal life in Jesus Christ. Whoever believes in the Son of God believes in the witness of God
and has the promise of eternal life.
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If we receive human testimony, the testimony of God is greater; for this is the
testimony of God that he has testified to his Son. 10Those who believe in the Son of God
have the testimony in their hearts. Those who do not believe in God have made him a
liar by not believing in the testimony that God has given concerning his Son. 11And this
is the testimony: God gave us eternal life, and this life is in his Son. 12Whoever has the
Son has life; whoever does not have the Son of God does not have life.
13
I write these things to you who believe in the name of the Son of God, so that you
may know that you have eternal life.
L This is the Word of the Lord! C Thanks be to God!

THE PREFACE FOR THE RESURRECTION OF OUR LORD
THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION
THE LORD’S PRAYER
P
C

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us all to pray:
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

THE DISTRIBUTION
THE BLESSING
P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
C Amen.
THE PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
P Life-giving God,
C in the mystery of Christ’s death and resurrection you send light to conquer
darkness, water to give new life, and the bread of heaven to nourish your people.
Send us forth as witnesses to Jesus’ resurrection that we will show your glory to
all the world; through the same Jesus Christ, our risen Lord. Amen.
THE DISMISSAL

THE HOLY GOSPEL: John 17:6-19
In this reading the church hears Jesus’ words on the night before his death. This gospel reports the words of Jesus’ prayer, a prayer
for his disciples and for all who would believe in him through their words.
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[Jesus prayed:] “I have made your name known to those whom you gave me from the
world. They were yours, and you gave them to me, and they have kept your word. 7Now
they know that everything you have given me is from you; 8for the words that you gave
to me I have given to them, and they have received them and know in truth that I came
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P Alleluia! Christ is risen.
C Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!
P You are the body of Christ raised up for the world. Go in peace. Share the good news.
C Thanks be to God.
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he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen
THE PRAYERS OF GOD’S PEOPLE

(Lord in your mercy … Hear our prayer)

WE SHARE GOD’S PEACE

from you; and they have believed that you sent me. 9I am asking on their behalf; I am
not asking on behalf of the world, but on behalf of those whom you gave me, because
they are yours. 10All mine are yours, and yours are mine; and I have been glorified in
them. 11And now I am no longer in the world, but they are in the world, and I am
coming to you. Holy Father, protect them in your name that you have given me, so that
they may be one, as we are one. 12While I was with them, I protected them in your name
that you have given me. I guarded them, and not one of them was lost except the one
destined to be lost, so that the scripture might be fulfilled. 13But now I am coming to
you, and I speak these things in the world so that they may have my joy made complete
in themselves. 14I have given them your word, and the world has hated them because
they do not belong to the world, just as I do not belong to the world. 15I am not asking
you to take them out of the world, but I ask you to protect them from the evil one.
16
They do not belong to the world, just as I do not belong to the world. 17Sanctify them
in the truth; your word is truth. 18As you have sent me into the world, so I have sent
them into the world. 19And for their sakes I sanctify myself, so that they also may be
sanctified in truth.”
P The Gospel of the Lord. C Praise to you, O Christ.
THE SERMON

HOLY COMMUNION
P The Lord be with you

C And also with you.

P Lift up your hearts.

C We lift them to the Lord.

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
praise.

C It is right to give him thanks and

P It is indeed right, out duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God for the glorious
resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ, the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to
take away our sin, who in dying destroyed death, and in rising has brought us to
eternal life. And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the
resurrection, with earth and sea and all their creatures, and with angels and
archangels, cherubim and seraphim, we glorify and praise you; Father, Son and Holy
Spirit.
C Amen.
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Pastor Marlin Wangsness

THE NICENE CREED
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God,
Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven;
by the power of the Holy Spirit
he became incarnate from the virgin Mary, and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
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