THE BLESSING
P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his
grace.
C Amen.
THE POST-COMMUNION PRAYER
P God for whom we wait,
C you come to us in the broken bread and the cup we share. Make us ready
always to welcome Christ into our hearts, and send us forth to be your people
in the world, announcing your arrival among us, through Jesus Christ our
Lord. Amen.
THE BENEDICTION
P The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord's face shine on you with grace and
mercy. The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace. In the name of the
Father and of the Son + and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.
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ORDER OF WORSHIP
Please be sure your cell phone or pager has been turned off. Thank you for being considerate!

THE DISMISSAL

THE ORDER FOR CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

P The living Christ has set you free!
C Free indeed! Thanks be to God!

P In the Name of the Father and of the Son + and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.
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P As we await the day of the Lord, let us confess our sin.
Silence is kept for reflection.

P Great and Holy One,
C in this time of waning daylight,
we confess the shadows of sin in our lives.
We build ourselves up at the expense of others.
We rely on our own efforts to make our lives secure.
Yet you, O Lord, are the potter, and we are the clay.
Come to restore us in your image,
remake us into your people,
and rebuild what sin has broken,
that we and the whole creation may rejoice. Amen.

P Fear not, people of God: the Almighty has done great things for us. God casts away
our sin from us and makes of us a new creation. In + Jesus Christ, God comes to set
you free. Take heart in the tender compassion of our God.
C Amen.

P The Lord be with you.

C And also with you.

P Lift up your hearts.

C We lift them to the Lord.

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

THE FIRST CANDLE - THE CANDLE OF HOPE
THE PATRIARCHS, ABRAHAM, THE OLD TESTAMENT ANCESTORS OF JESUS

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH
P We praise you, O God, for this evergreen crown
that marks our days of preparation for Christ’s advent.
As we light the first candle on this wreath,
rouse us from sleep, that we may be ready to greet our Lord
when he comes with all the saints and angels.
Enlighten us with your grace,
and prepare our hearts to welcome him with joy.
Grant this through Christ our Lord,
whose coming is certain and whose day draws near.
C Amen.
We light the first candle of Advent, the candle of Hope
THE APOSTOLIC GREETING
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all.
C And also with you.
THE PRAYER OF THE DAY

P Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come to us. By your merciful protection
awaken us to the threatening dangers of our sins, and keep us blameless until the
coming of your new day. For you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.
C Amen.

THE SECOND READING: 1 Corinthians 1:3-9
As the Christians in Corinth await the advent of Jesus, Paul reminds them how the Lord has already enriched them through spiritual
gifts and will continue to strengthen them until the coming day of the Lord.
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C It is right to give him thanks and praise.
P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus
Christ. You comforted your people with the promise of the Redeemer, through
whom you will also make all things new in the day when he comes to judge the
world in righteousness.
C Amen.
THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION
THE LORD’S PRAYER

P
C

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us all to pray:
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

THE DISTRIBUTION
All baptized Christians who confess Jesus Christ as Lord, and His Real Presence in the bread and
wine, are welcome to the Lord’s Supper. We will gladly commune anyone in their seat if they are
unable to come forward for communion. White grape juice is available in the center of the
communion tray. Gluten-free communion wafers are available upon request.
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SERMON

Pastor Josh Johnson

THE NICENE CREED
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God, begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven;
by the power of the Holy Spirit
he became incarnate from the virgin Mary, and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.
THE PRAYERS OF GOD’S PEOPLE
HOLY COMMUNION
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Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 4I give thanks
to my God always for you because of the grace of God that has been given you in Christ
Jesus, 5for in every way you have been enriched in him, in speech and knowledge of
every kind—6just as the testimony of Christ has been strengthened among you—7so that
you are not lacking in any spiritual gift as you wait for the revealing of our Lord Jesus
Christ. 8He will also strengthen you to the end, so that you may be blameless on the day
of our Lord Jesus Christ. 9God is faithful; by him you were called into the fellowship of
his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.10who died for us, so that whether we are awake or asleep
we may live with him. 11Therefore encourage one another and build up each other, as
indeed you are doing.
L This is the Word of the Lord!

C Thanks be to God!

THE HOLY GOSPEL: Mark 13:24-37
In today’s reading, Jesus encourages his followers to look forward to the day when he returns in power and glory to end all
suffering.
24

[Jesus said:] “In those days, after that suffering,
the sun will be darkened,
and the moon will not give its light,
25
and the stars will be falling from heaven,
and the powers in the heavens will be shaken.
26
Then they will see ‘the Son of Man coming in clouds’ with great power and
glory. 27Then he will send out the angels, and gather his elect from the four winds, from
the ends of the earth to the ends of heaven.
28
“From the fig tree learn its lesson: as soon as its branch becomes tender and puts
forth its leaves, you know that summer is near. 29So also, when you see these things
taking place, you know that he is near, at the very gates. 30Truly I tell you, this
generation will not pass away until all these things have taken place. 31Heaven and earth
will pass away, but my words will not pass away.
32
“But about that day or hour no one knows, neither the angels in heaven, nor the
Son, but only the Father. 33Beware, keep alert; for you do not know when the time will
come. 34It is like a man going on a journey, when he leaves home and puts his slaves in
charge, each with his work, and commands the doorkeeper to be on the
watch. 35Therefore, keep awake—for you do not know when the master of the house
will come, in the evening, or at midnight, or at cockcrow, or at dawn, 36or else he may
find you asleep when he comes suddenly. 37And what I say to you I say to all: Keep
awake.”
P The Gospel of the Lord. C Praise to You O Christ!
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